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August is well underway and we know all of you are 
busy reaching your screening goals. We are sending 
you this newsletter as a resource for you to share 
with your teams and a place to highlight screening 
updates, recruitment tips and best practices.  

If you have any suggestions on how to improve this 
newsletter or if you have any comments, feel free to 
contact any of us. 

Thank you for all that you do to make this program a 
success. We’re hoping to make this our best 
screening year yet! 
 

      Victoria Brenton 
      Reporting & Coordinating Manager 
 
      Jenny Hodges 
      Screening Coordinator 
 
      Jeanna Jones 
      Public Education/Social Marketing Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

Client Assistance: Did you know your contracts 
provide funds to assist clients who face barriers, 
such as transportation costs, in accessing 
colorectal cancer screening services? Each client is 
eligible for a max of $25 with up to $125 max per 
program.  

Cancer Maps: The University of Iowa has             
cancer smooth maps available showing 
persistence, incidence, and mortality rates.             
Here’s the link: www.uiowa.edu/iowacancermaps2/. 

 

 

 

 

 

From June 30, 2012 until June 29, 2013, a total of 
326 participants were provided a Fecal 
Immunochemical Test (FIT) and 82 participants 
(25%) were provided with a colonoscopy. Of the 326 
who were provided with FIT’s, 298 (91%) of them 
were read and analyzed. Of the 82 individuals who 
were provided with a colonoscopy, 27 (32%) of them 
had precancerous polyps removed. 

A total of 906 (86%) FIT’s have been provided and 
139 (13%) colonoscopies were performed since the 
program began screening in 2010. Of the 139 
individuals who were provided with a colonoscopy,   
48 (35%) of them had precancerous polyps removed. 
During all these screenings we have not had any 
complications or cancers diagnosed.  
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13 Iowa Get Screened (IGS) local programs are 
currently providing screening and case management 
services in 10 Iowa counties. 11 programs provide 
FIT/Colonoscopy screening services and 2 provide 
colonoscopy-only screening services.  

This fiscal year, the screening goal is to provide 595 
screenings using the Fecal Immunochemical Test 
(FIT) and colonoscopies. The main goal of our 
program continues to be to increase Iowa’s screening 
rates from 69% to 80% by 2014.We’ve already made 
great strides since 2008 by increasing screenings from 
64% to 69%. Great job everyone!  

The IGS website has free program materials available 
for you. Please visit: 
www.idph.state.ia.us/IGS/Coordinators.aspx.  
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We are highlighting the success Gabbi DeWitt 
had in Black Hawk County. A two-day screening 
was held as part of a collaborative effort that 
included: Black Hawk County Health 
Department, Wheaton Franciscan Health 
Care/Covenant Clinic, Allen Hospital, People’s 
Community Health Clinic, American Cancer 
Society, Iowa Cancer Consortium and two area 
free clinics. 

This collaborative partnership has been in place 
for nearly 10 years. This is such a great example 
of how to reach your screening numbers and we 
encourage all of you to strategize creative ways 
to enroll more Iowans into the program. 

The event consisted of three enrollment stations 
to enroll anyone who was eligible for services 
through IGS. Information was available about 
services provided through David’s Fight and 
about FOBT kits for people requesting screening 
who did not fit IGS guidelines. A strong 
volunteer team was also on sight. A total of 99 
participants were seen over the two-day event, 
and 80 were enrolled in IGS. 

Before the event kicked off, a detailed marketing 
plan was implemented that included live 
television interviews with physicians, articles in 
local newspapers, billboards, letters to churches, 
letters to 400 age-eligible Care for Yourself 
participants, and in-reach among physicians and 
clinics in the area. 

After the screening event, radio interviews were 
held to communicate the availability of ongoing 
screening services. The program continued to 
be publicized among new Care for Yourself 
enrollees who were age eligible but had not yet 
taken advantage of the program. 

 

 

 

Screening Event Highlights 

• 2-Day Screening Event 

• 99 Participants Seen 

• 80 Participants Enrolled 

• Onsite enrollment with Volunteers 

• Media Outreach Planned & 
Executed 

• Collaborated with Care for Yourself 
 

 

 

 
 

SCREENING SPOTLIGHT:  
BLACK HAWK COUNTY PUBLIC 
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BLACK HAWK COUNTY 
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PARTICIPANT RECRUITMENT 

We enjoyed reading your final reports 

and have summarized some of the 

great work you have been doing over 

the past few years.  

You continue to use a number of 

strategies to recruit participants into 

the program and we have provided a 

brief list in an effort to help improve 

the success of your programs.  
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We continue to incorporate feedback 
and recommendations on how to 
promote our free FIT educational 
materials to clinics.  
 
If anyone has ideas on who we can 
reach, or if your clinic would like to 
receive the materials, please contact 
Jeanna Jones at: (515) 242-6516 or 
Jeanna.Jones@idph.iowa.gov.  
 

 

 
 

 

EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 

FREE SCREENING REMINDER POSTCARDS  
We are testing the CDC screening reminder postcards 
at 4 pilot sites including: Promise Community Health 
Center, His Hands Free Medical Clinic, St. Luke’s 
Hospital (Davenport), and Black Hawk County Health 
Department. To view the postcards, click here and 
scroll down to “postcards”. If your program would like 
to participate, please contact Victoria Brenton at 
Victoria.Brenton@idph.iowa.gov.  
 
FIT EDUCATIONAL VIDEOS 
We would also like to share a web-link with you (click 
here) that we received from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) regarding 
instructional videos in multiple languages on FOBT 
and FIT testing for patients.  

 

www.idph.state.ia.us/IGS/Marketing.aspx 

 Flag charts each day to determine who 
would qualify for a FIT kit and have the 
provider and patient care coordinator 
determine program eligibility. 

 

 Prepare and deliver kits to community 
physicians educating them on CRC 
screening, IGS programming and the high 
community CRC rates.  

 

 Contact the manager of 29 senior centers 
and send them program information to 
disseminate to sites and present to site 
managers at a monthly meeting. 

 

 Conduct a CRC screening challenge month 
with a competition among affiliate clinics 
ending with a potluck and ice cream social. 
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